
2019 Catholic Appeal 
Next weekend at Mass, you will be invited to pledge your support to the Catholic Appeal. The success 
of the Catholic Appeal depends on the participation of the whole community. The Appeal represents the 
largest single source of funding for the life-affirming and life-saving ministries in the Archdiocese. 

How you can participate
Next weekend, envelopes will be distributed and collected during Mass.   
 Use the envelope to make a gift or pledge via check or credit card.
	Making	a	pledge	allows	you	the	flexibility	to	pay	in	installments.	Our	Catholic	Appeal	Office 

will send you a monthly payment reminder for any balance due.  

For other giving options, visit our secure website: www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
Learn	more	about	the	benefits	of	giving	by	direct	debit,	recurring	payments,	stock	donations	or	IRA	
Contribution

Thank you!
Many	of	you	may	have	received	Cardinal	Sean’s	letter	in	the	mail.	If	you	have	already	made	your	pledge,	
thank you! 
We hope that you will still participate in the parish appeal next weekend. 
We respect your privacy.  Your name or information is never shared with any outside organization.

The Catholic Appeal does not provide financial support for priests on administrative leave,  
or the financial settlements and counseling/medication costs for victims of clergy abuse.

This is Our Church  
and every gift makes a difference.

Archdiocese of Boston
66 Brooks Drive
Braintree, MA 02184
bostoncatholicappeal.org . .

A message from Cardinal Seán
My	Brothers	and	Sisters,

Times	of	crises	are	a	test	of	our	resolve.	The	current	challenges	facing	the	Catholic	
Church	are	no	different.	Now	more	than	ever	we	must	come	together	in	faith	and	hope	
in	support	of	the	critically	important	ministries	to	the	benefit	of	the	faithful	and	those	
who turn to us in need.
Thus	I	ask	you	to	please	support	the	2019	Catholic	Appeal,	which	funds	youth	
ministries, addiction recovery programs, elder services, parish life enrichment 
programs, and myriad other faith-based ministries that positively impact so many 
lives	throughout	our	Archdiocese.	Without	your	kindness,	support	for	our	parishes,	
schools,	neighbors	and	friends	will	suffer.	
The generosity of those who have come before us planted the seeds of these 
ministries.	It	is	now	our	responsibility	to	help	sustain	and	nurture	their	future	
growth. When we put our faith into action and work together in mission we have a 
profound impact on our parishes, our communities and those in need throughout the 
Archdiocese.	
Thank you for your consideration of this important request. We cannot do this work 
alone	and	must	remain	resolute	together.	This	is	our	Church,	and	every	gift	makes	
a	meaningful	difference	in	our	efforts	to	continue	this	life-saving	and	life-affirming	
work. 
I	ask	you	to	review	the	powerful	stories	that	follow	and	join	in	the	effort	to	support	
the	2019	Catholic	Appeal.	
With profound gratitude and the assurance of my prayers,

Archbishop	of	Boston

 This is   
 Our Church

When you support the Catholic Appeal you support us.



When you support the Catholic  Appeal you support us.

And	when	you	support	the	Catholic	Appeal	you	support	groundbreaking	addiction	services	that	bridge	
faith	and	recovery	for	our	parish	families	suffering	on	the	frontlines	of	a	nationwide	epidemic.	You	support	
Diaconate programs that provide formation and resources for invaluable deacons to serve our parish 
communities.	You	support	the	Faith	Community	Nursing	Ministry,	which	offers	spiritual,	emotional	and	
healing	resources	to	our	sick	and	homebound	parishioners.	And	you	support	the	many	other	extraordinary	
programs and services that positively impact our communities.
So please give to the 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal to help continue God’s work throughout our Church.

117,000 youth  
learning the faith

Multi-generational 
Liturgical Music Ministry

Meredith Smith
Amesbury

Lifelong faith formation ministers 
like	Meredith	Smith	at	Holy	Name	
Parish	in	Amesbury	are	supported	
through parish planning and training 
by	the	Archdiocese	Office	of	New	
Evangelization. Meredith introduces 
children to the liturgical music of the 
Mass at a young age, long before the 
start of traditional religious education 
programs.		Children	attend	classes	
with their parents, grandparents or 
both, bringing generations together 
in faith.   

Faith-based Community 
Nursing Ministry

Gerry Nelson
Concord

Nurse	Gerry	Nelson	offers	so	much	
more than a caring heart and gentle 
smile when visiting the elderly 
on	her	rounds.	She	is	one	of	64	
volunteer	parish	nurses	offering	
spiritual, emotional and health-
promoting support for sick and 
homebound parishioners through 
the	Faith	Community	Nursing	
Ministry. For elderly parishioners, 
especially those without family living 
nearby, a parish nurse can make a 
world	of	difference.		

37,000 students
in Catholic school

164 deacons  
serving in parishes

51ministries
serving 288 parishes

64 parish nurses
caring for the elderly

Serving 1.9 Million CatholicsThis is Our Church 

 

Nearly	37,000	Catholic	school	
students	across	the	Archdiocese	
benefit	from	professional	
development programs for 
educators	offered	by	the	Catholic	
Schools	Office.	These	programs	
have	given	2,400	teachers	and	
principals,	like	Kathleen	Caulfield	
of	Holy	Name	School	in	West	
Roxbury,	myriad	tools	that	
translate to stronger faculties and 
greater student engagement and 
achievement.  

Catholic 
Education 

Kathleen Caulfield  
West Roxbury 

When Philip Moloney battled alcohol 
addiction	18	years	ago,	he	turned	to	
the	Catholic	Church	for	help.	Now,	
our	Addiction	Recovery	Pastoral	
Support	Ministry	bridges	faith	and	
recovery for a growing number of 
individuals and families dealing 
with alcohol and drug abuse, and 
the	growing	opioid	epidemic.	One	
of many success stories emerging 
from	this	ministry’s	work,	Philip	now	
helps	others	affected	by	addiction.	

Addiction Recovery  
Services

Philip Moloney
South Shore

The Permanent Diaconate program 
highlights the ever-increasing role 
of	the	laity	in	our	Church.	This	
ministry provides formation for more 
than	160	deacons	working	with	
our priests to serve our parishes. 
Deacon	Pedro	La	Torre	at	Most	Holy	
Redeemer	Parish	in	East	Boston	
enriches parish life by providing life-
changing faith formation for teens 
through	his	Confirmation	and	young	
adult leadership programs.

Permanent Diaconate  
Ministry

Deacon Pedro La Torre
East Boston

Life Teen 
Youth Ministry

Kevin Rosa
Dedham

Life Teen and other religious 
education programs help teens see 
their faith as an integral part of their 
lives at a pivotal time in their faith 
journey.	One	former	participant	of	
Life	Teen,	Kevin	Rosa,	now	serves	
as a youth minister in the program 
at	his	parish,	St.	Mary’s	in	Dedham.	
Over	the	last	ten	years,	participation	
in Life Teen programs has resulted 
in	22	vocations	to	the	priesthood	in	
our	Archdiocese	and	a	stronger	faith	
life for thousands of young adults.  


