
 

 

March 17, 2019: Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Last October, Finn McMaster came to me and asked if it would be possible for the Collaborative to put on 

Godspell. It seemed, in the moment, a terrific idea, but it was also clear that it would take a lot of planning 

and work. I basically said to Finn, “If you think you can pull together all the pieces that need to happen, you 

have my approval.” Well, last weekend we saw what hard work, commitment, and determination can 

achieve. Over the last few months, those who worked to make this event happen went through a lot of 

different struggles. As an example, they had to change the original date for the performance, to meet the 

various schedules of the cast. That, of course, meant working with Faith Formation to juggle schedules for 

the hall to be available. With every obstacle they encountered, they found a way to work around it.  

Through prayer and perseverance, they achieved a goal they felt was important. And, what a gift they gave 

to our community. Over 700 people attended the three shows, and it proved to be an amazing moment of 

evangelization and witness to the meaning of our faith—not simply from the message of the production but 

from the teenagers themselves.   
 

What I saw on stage last Saturday was another testament to the commitment of the people of our 

collaborative of Saint Mary and Saint John. We simply need to think about all that is happening in our 

communities of faith. Each September, we start the ‘new year’ with our Collaborative Outdoor Mass and 

Barbecue, which is always well attended (though I’m not sure if the Mass or the free ice cream is the draw).  

This weekend we have the Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner, which sold out because it’s the best deal in town.  

Then, there’s the annual Pastor’s Pasta Supper coming up on April 27. And the list goes on! We hope to 

develop even more social events that will gather us together as a family of faith. 
 

We have so many groups and opportunities for faith growth, such as: the charismatic prayer group, bible 

studies, God, pizza and beer, Wine, women and word, Saint Mary’s men’s group, and the Advent and Lenten 

retreats. We also have various talks given throughout the year, such as: a four-week presentation on the 

Rosary, the meaning of Advent through St. John the Baptist, the Three Pillars of Lent, the meetings for 

liturgical ministers, and Wake Up and Smell the Roses—a talk on Confession—given by Fr. Fred last Sunday. 

And we have more of the same coming up during Lent. In addition, our ACTS community graces us with two 

retreats each year to help people encounter Christ more fully in their lives. The opportunities for spiritual 

enrichment are vast. And, of course, more are being planned for, and coming soon. 
 

A central part of our faith formation is for our families and children, and we are in the process of rolling out 

a new Faith Formation program to help parents be all they want to be in the life of their children. It has been 

a three-year endeavor by many people to bring to fruition a new approach of helping families encounter 

Christ in a deeper and richer way—to reinvigorate the role of parents and the family to help them witness to 

Christ as God intends. It begins with making the home a central part of living out the faith. 
 

We also have support for people who are grieving or dealing with the effects of addiction in their life.  We 

have people who visit the homebound and bring communion to them in their homes, nursing homes, or 

hospitals. (We very much need more people in this wonderful ministry.)  In both parishes we have 

committed members of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society who give immediate assistance to those in our 

communities who are in need.  (They could also use more people to help them address the many needs that 

are constantly before them.)  The Collaborative Social Justice Committee is working diligently to help us 

understand our role in the world in addressing such issues as human trafficking, which is truly a scourge.   
 

We also have groups like the Knights of Columbus, who do much good in our parishes, and beyond. They 

support our parishioners by offering free booklets that explain our faith, providing scholarships for students, 

and much more. They also support so much beyond our parish with the Tootsie Roll Drive and the collection 

to support seminarians. This is but a short list of the great work they do. 
 

We are in the process of starting a new Mom’s group. And there are many other initiatives that are in the 

works but will take some time and parishioner support to get off the ground. We just need to read the 

bulletin to see how much activity there is in our communities of faith. What I have mentioned here is not 
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If you have any questions about anything,

to me at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org
 

Please keep me in your prayers. 
 

In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 
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