
     Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 

                    Pastoral Council Meeting 

                       January 6
th

 2019 

The meeting was held at the new parish center at Saint Mary’s and called to order at 7:10 pm 

Role call of council members and guests: 

Angie McMaster (co-chair)     Ray Wagner   Jessica Hagg   

Peter Lando (co-chair)      Chickie Rigazio    Paul Therrien (absent) 

Father Brian Mahoney     Mike Condor (absent)  Laura Conte  

Cliff Mann      Scott Davidson    Augustine Tweneh  

Matthew Larson (youth) (absent)   Julie Seitter (absent)  Karen Drake 

Ellen St. George       Lori McDonald     Rob Donnelly 

Beth Jacavenco                               Delaney Schiefen (youth)      

      

       

1) The meeting began with an opening prayer led by Father Brian using the iBreviary phone app.  

 

2) The minutes from the December meeting were approved after a minor adjustment was added by Augustine 

Tweneh.  

 

3) An update on the outdated phone message that callers hear when they try and leave a message for the parish 

council was briefly discussed next.  Cliff Mann will email Father Brian in order to get ahold of the correct staff in 

rectifying this situation. 

 

4) Father Brian gave a quick update on the St. Mary’s Lift repair project.  As expected, we will probably go with the bid 

that was submitted before last month’s meeting.  He will have another update at next month’s meeting. 

 

5) Father Brian has been receiving requests from parishioners of the collaborative asking if the prayer of St. Michael 

can be recited during the weekend services.  He felt it was a great idea but made the council aware that it cannot 

be ‘inserted’ as part of the Mass due to regulations.  But can be recited ‘after’ the dismissal is announced at the end 

of Mass.  He felt by doing it this way this prayer would not get lost.  With Lent only a few weeks away, his 

suggestion would be to start this prayer at the beginning of Lent and then continue it after Lent before the closing 

hymn at each weekend Mass.   He then asked for any input from the council.  All agreed with this approach. 

 

6) The annual Spaghetti Supper, currently scheduled for Saturday April 27
th

 at St. Mary’s parish hall, was next up on 

the agenda for discussion.  Angie McMaster took the lead, by explaining the large effort it takes for pulling this 

event together.  She then passed around a task list, which was diligently put together by Julie Seitter, explaining the 

details and volunteers needed to cover each task.  All she is asking everyone to do is review this list to try and 

determine what everyone feels is their best way to assist.  As in 2018, she will set up an online volunteer signup 

sheet for people to volunteer and/or take the lead for each of the individual tasks.  The subject of whether or not 

attendees over the age of 21 would be allowed to bring their own alcoholic beverages was then discussed.  This 

would require further analysis to be completed as Father Brian would like Paul Firicano’s input on this.  The concern 

is under aged parishioners would be in attendance and that permit/insurance would also be required. 

 

7) Peter Lando shared a request from office staff member Courtney Callahan.  She is asking for prayers from the 

different ministries and groups within the Collaborative as Father Brian stated that a new youth ministry model is 

going to be starting over the next few months.  Courtney is looking for adults to volunteer their time in fulfilling the 

role of mentors and prayer partners to assist in this program.  The goal is to form small groups of teens with their 

mentor’s/prayer partners to meet regularly based upon a mutually agreed upon schedule.  Training would begin in 

March and small groups established in September. Father Brian pointed out that statistics show when our youth 



participate in programs like this, they are more likely to continue practicing their faith beyond their high school 

years. 

 

8) Separate from the youth ministry program just discussed, the rollout plan for the new faith formation program is 

currently being worked on as well.  Father Brian stated we will have a follow up meeting, in place of a regularly 

scheduled meeting, and communications with the committee working on this as this new program will begin in 

September.  The major difference between this plan and youth ministry program is that this program is more 

geared as a family based model hoping to get more parents involved with their children’s religious education.  

 

9) A discussion then ensued pertaining to the upcoming meeting on January 8
th

  between the Pastoral and Finance 

councils.  The goal of this meeting is to best determine how to improve the financial situation of both parishes while 

trying to save money and cut expenses where feasible.  The weekly collection and annual increase giving campaigns 

have decreased since the beginning of this fiscal year as compared to the same time frames the year before.  The 

feeling is that some parishioners probably feel that the handling, or lack thereof by the hierarchy of the church, of 

this most recent scandal, has had direct effect on how much they are giving now. Father Brian stated the reduction 

has actually been going on before this latest scandal became public. Father also stated that some people have 

decided not to give a financial offering to the Cardinals appeal this year as well.  He reiterated that if our Cardinal 

appeal goal is not met, the money is taken from our account.  It hurts ‘OUR’ the churchs in our collaborative 

parish  if we do not meet this goal, but if we go over the goal our parishes receive the overage back.   

 

10) Father Brian asked for opinions about the way the 9:00 Mass at St. John’s on Jan 1
st

 was handled by the laity when 

the scheduled Priest fell ill and ended up in the hospital.  Father Brian was away when this occurred.  Based upon 

the feedback he received, the service performed went extremely well.  Father received a lot of positive feedback 

and appreciation of the communication that was also released early that afternoon explaining the situation. Due to 

the shortage of Priests, he reiterated that this situation could occur on a more frequent basis at all parishes, not just 

ours. 

 

11) Peter Lando began a brief discussion of today’s Gospel which was the Epiphany of the Lord as it described the Magi 

(Three Kings) who were coming to find Jesus.  Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh were the gifts given to Mary and 

Joseph by these foreigners.  Knowing that King Herod was out to find and kill the infant Jesus, Joseph received a 

divine ‘message’ to take his family to Egypt until further notice.  Being very poor, some wondered what they did 

with the gifts, especially the gold.  Speculation is ‘maybe’ they gave it to their temple, while some believe it may 

have been used to finance the trip to Egypt and life there ? 

 

12) Round table discussion 

a) Lori McDonald reported another issue with a door at St Mary’s.  Not sure if it’s the same issue with the same 

door that has been reported in the past or a separate door/issue. 

b) Chicki Rigazio reported she picked up another nail salon advertising sign on property and disposed of it.  Scott 

Davidson had already picked a sign last month up but appears to have reappeared.  

c) Chicki also suggested looking for someone to bring the closing prayer for each monthly meeting ahead of time 

instead of always looking for a volunteer. 

d) Scott Davidson complimented Angie McMaster on the Epiphany play she assisted in running earlier in the day at 

St. John’s parish hall after the 8:30 Mass. 

e) Beth Jacavenco asked about how the Godspell auditioning was going.  Angie McMaster stated this was going 

well but one of the show dates is conflicting with another event in town which may affect some of the 

performers availability. 

f) Ellen St. George mention that a new morning and evening prayer will be aired on a local public Catholic 

television station. 

 

  

13) List of tasks to be completed prior to next month’s meeting 

a) Review of monthly meeting minutes by ALL P.C.C. members once they are sent via email by Ray. 

b) Cliff Mann and Father Brian to follow up on the phone message issue pertaining to the Parish Council. 



c) Father Brian to give another update on the St. Mary’s Lift repair project. 

d) All parish council members to think about their role during the Annual Spaghetti Supper. 

e) All parish council members to pray and discern about the new youth ministry Courtney Callahan is starting up 

soon. 

 

 

Closing prayer was presented by Angie McMaster 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:42pm 

Next meeting is currently scheduled for Wednesday February 13th, 2019 – 7 pm for the Faith Formation rollout.  

Location to be determined. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

YBIC 

 

Ray Wagner 


