
 

 

June 9, 2019: Pentecost Sunday 
 

Last Saturday, I had 3 PM confessions at Saint John’s, and when I finished I went into the sacristy to get 
ready to celebrate Mass.  Just as I entered, I got a phone call on the emergency line and so I left the sacristy, 
to get to a parish phone to listen to the message.  As I went from the church into the parish center, Fran 
Anderson and Lynn LaDuke were standing there, and Fran asked me, “Are you going to Saint Mary’s to 
celebrate Mass?”  I replied, “No, I have Mass here.”  Then she informed me, “Fr. Colletti thinks he does and 
he is already dressed and at the back of the church.”  I immediately realized that there was no priest over at 
Saint Mary’s.  I quickly got into my car and drove over there.  We did start Mass a couple of minutes late.  I 
explained to the people where I was and said, “In my head I had changed the schedule.  The problem was 
that I did not tell anyone else.”  The people, of course, got a good laugh out of that. 
 

I work really hard at trying to stay on top of things, but so many unexpected things can happen that 
sometimes the schedule gets messed up.  It was funny that I thought I had the Mass at Saint John’s since I 
had the confessions there.  What happened was that I did not originally have the confessions, but other 
issues came up and so it became necessary for me to take the confessions.  And when I did—as I said—in my 
head I adjusted everything else in the schedule to make things work properly, but, alas, I neglected to inform 
everyone else. 
 

Good communication is a tricky process and is really a lot of hard work.  It is so easy to mess up our 
communication with others.  Sometimes it is simply like what happened to me—when we think we did 
something, when we didn’t.  Or, we assume that people know or understand our position on something.  It 
can come from the simple reality that what people say (imply) and what people hear (infer) do not always 
match up.  And there are many causes for why this can happen.  It is one of the reasons why email, text 
messages, Facebook, and the like, are terrible mediums for good communication.  The very nature of how 
they work creates the context for miscommunication.  For human beings to fully communicate, we use a lot 
of different cues: words, tonality, inflection, body language, etc.  When those are missing, we use 
assumptions, past experiences, and the like, to create a context for what we are processing.  And… generally 
we are wrong.   
 

This is even more true when communicating with God.  Many people begin with the assumption that God 
really does not respond directly to us.  Therefore, it is near impossible for them to hear what God is saying in 
their lives.  But when we look to scripture, we can see just how wrong this thinking really is.  Just a few 
examples can show us how God works.  Abraham and God walked together and had real conversations.  
There was a real sense of intimacy in the connection they enjoyed.  Moses found God in the burning bush, 
the parting of the Red Sea, and the fiery display at the top of the mountain, while Elijah found him the small 
still whisper.  Mary was confronted by an angel when she was awake, while Joseph heard the angel in a 
dream.  All these events were extraordinary.  Jesus himself spoke to many different people in many different 
ways.  It really depended on what and how they needed to hear things.   
 

God meets us where we’re at, to help us; we simply need to be open and to take the cues that are really all 
around us, if we pay attention.  People often ask me if God talks to me and my response is simple—Yes!  He 
speaks to me all the time in a myriad of ways.  No, I have not encountered a burning bush or an angel just 
showing up.  But rather, it is in simple encounters, such as when I am reading scripture and the passage 
speaks directly to what I am struggling with.  Or, it could be a comment another person makes that gives me 
insight as to where God may be leading me.  Or, it could be the small still whisper that tells me what it is I 
need to do.  Sometimes it is the simple prick of my conscience.  There is not just one way that God gives me 
the answers I need.  Sometimes I make it very hard on God.  Usually it’s because I do not like the direction 
that the conversation is going in, but God is always working to get his message across to me.   
 

The same is true for every one of us.  The problem is that we need to learn how to interpret God’s cues, and 
that does take some work.  But the most important thing is to drop our assumptions about what God is 
doing, and how He is going to do it.  Rather, we must simply be open to God’s touch in our lives.  We must 
be ready to get the answer in unexpected ways and, even more importantly, to be open to getting an 



 

 

answer we may not like.  It is never a question of God not talking to us; God never stops talking to us.  The 
real question is, are we ready and willing to listen to what He has to say. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions 
to me at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 
Please keep me in your prayers. 
 
In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 


