
 

 

November 22, 2020: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

I have a Zoom meeting every other Wednesday with the Chelmsford town clergy. We meet just to talk about ministry 
in our respective congregations and how things are going for us. Sometimes the discussions can be quite light, like 
talking about the current state of the Patriots. Other times it might be about particular issues that have risen in our 
ministry concerning our particular community, and we’re looking for insight or advice. Over the last months, obviously, 
one of the major topics is how we are dealing with the pandemic.  
 

At the last meeting I brought up an issue that I am facing in my own journey through this most interesting time. I 
started the conversation by saying, “I know we are all in leadership positions and, as such, we run into the reality that 
no matter what decision we make it is always wrong.” They all quickly agreed. (And, honestly, that is how I do feel at 
times.) No matter what the decision is, there is always someone—or more than one—who is quick to tell you why 
your decision is wrong.  As I continued, I said, “But during the pandemic it seems even worse. People are not simply 
responding to the decisions I made, but at times are put off by why they needed to be made.” There are some who 
think I am being too strict and others who do not think I am going far enough. And sometimes my very motivation is 
challenged. As a pastor, my job is to strike a balance between many different concerns and viewpoints, but we are, of 
course, in a very charged and divisive moment in our country and in the Church’s history. We are living through a time 
that is leaving many people exhausted and overwhelmed. The constant tension and fear is causing people to put up a 
lot of walls.  
 

Now, I am not telling you all this because I am lamenting over how difficult my job is, or looking for sympathy. Honestly, 
it simply comes with the territory of being in charge and it is perfectly fine and fair. People have a right—and quite 
frankly a responsibility—to speak up if they think something is not right. I am happy to listen to people and to see if 
there is something I can do to respond to their concerns.  
 

The reason I am bringing this up, as we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, is to remember who is ultimately in 
charge—and it is not me! I recognize a simple truth and reality: I will not always make the right decision. I am not 
perfect and truly depend on the generous patience of the wonderful people in our communities. I also realize that my 
ultimate responsibility is not to the people of the parish, but to Christ. I best serve you when I seek only to serve Christ. 
My will must always be about trying to discern where Christ is calling me. It is not always easy to grow in this discern-
ment, but a large part of it is, of course, prayer and then listening to what others have to say. I am truly blessed by the 
many people we have in parish leadership and a great staff. I cannot tell you how many times I have changed my mind 
based on what others have shared with me about their own insights into the issues being addressed.  
 

As I celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, I need to stop and reflect in humility on my role as pastor, to ensure that I 
am truly seeking Christ’s will in all I am doing. To be truthful, it is so easy to get caught up in the day-to-day running of 
the Collaborative, and just living life in general, that I can forget to put my focus where it needs to be. It is so easy to 
get caught up in the politics of the day. It is so easy to get caught up in the issues that are currently overwhelming us. 
It is so easy to get caught up in our own personal struggles. It is so easy to lose sight of this one truth: Christ is King 
because He has already won the victory. On the day Jesus was crucified, the devil lost. On the day Jesus was crucified, 
good triumphed over evil. On the day Jesus was crucified, it became clear that God’s plan could never be set aside by 
any decisions we make. The crucifixion reminds us that—yes—we can try to thwart God’s plan but He is going to win 
in the end. The reason is simple: the cross was always going to lead to the empty tomb. The cross is the sign that God’s 
love is greater than any sin. We rejected God! We killed God’s Son! And how did God respond? He basically said, “I 
don’t care. This is how much I love you. I will take the greatest act of rejection and defiance ever lived out and turn it 
around for your salvation.” The cross is that simple reminder that God’s love and mercy have no bounds.  
 

It is not about my being the perfect pastor because that will never happen. It is simply about my being that conduit of 
God’s love and mercy in the lives of his people; it is about being God’s instrument. I will never be called on to satisfy 
all the people in these communities because that is impossible. It is about working to allow God’s will to be done. At 
times I will do it well, and at other times I will stumble and fall. But, through it all my one goal is to stay focused on the 
cross and there I will find all the answers I need. 
 



 

 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 
Please keep me in your prayers. 
 
In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 


