
 

 

January 10, 2021: The Baptism of The Lord  
 

Today we celebrate The Baptism of the Lord. We commemorate the day Jesus was baptized in the Jordan. In that 
moment Christ established the Sacrament of Baptism—an important action in our lives that strengthens us in being 
able to follow him. 
 

Christianity is unlike any other faith because one can never be born a Christian. Your parents may be Christians but 
that does not make you a Christian at birth. One becomes a Christian only by being baptized, and it is baptism that 
recreates us into the person we are called to be—a person in union with the living God. How does baptism do that? 
The word baptism comes from the Greek word baptizien (which means to be immersed), and it is both an apt descrip-
tion of what physically occurs in the sacrament and of what happens in our lives with Christ. This wondrous gift given 
to us by Christ is intended to define the life we will live and how we are called to live it. Baptism immerses us in Christ 
by uniting us to his death and resurrection. We could then ask, why is baptism necessary at all? 
 

The need for baptism originates from our first parents’ relationship with God. Adam and Eve’s rejection of God’s plan 
for them—what we call ‘the Fall’—broke our relationship with God, others, creation, and self. The only one who could 
fix our brokenness was God Himself and He promised to do so. The whole thrust of salvation history was to restore to 
humanity what was lost by Original Sin, and to bring us once more into right relationship with God, others, creation, 
and self. God did that by sending his only Son to us and allowing Him to experience the Paschal Mystery. Jesus, through 
his own baptism, prepared the way to unite the cross to our baptism. Our participation in the Sacrament of Baptism 
unites us to this saving action and repairs our broken relationships. 
 

Baptism becomes the primary vocation of our lives, by defining how our relationships are intended to be. It does this 
by defining our lives as one of continual repentance and conversion. Baptism removes Original Sin and any other sins 
we may have retained—what Saint Augustine called concupiscence, which is our desire to sin. We will, in our lives, fall 
back into sin, and most of us will create a pattern of sin. We need God’s grace and mercy to overcome both the sin 
and the desire to sin. Baptism gives us the grace to do that and also opens us to the other sacraments, which will 
support the grace we received in baptism. Filled with the Holy Spirit we live our lives in faith, and that faith calls forth 
from us a desire to grow in our relationship with Christ.  Our lives, therefore, are a journey of always seeking to deepen 
our conversion to Christ by repenting for the times we chose other than God’s way. Baptism helps us realize that we 
are never without hope, for our God sent Jesus to us for one purpose—to lead us to salvation.  
 

Once we understand that our lives are intended to be directed to a life of salvation, that understanding, in turn, lays 
the foundation for all our relationships. The only way we can live a life of salvation is to give our lives over to Christ, 
for He is the way and only way to salvation. Our lives are intended to be expressed through our participation in the 
mission of Christ. This participation is about living a Christ-centered life through the power of the in-dwelling Spirit. 
We are given the gift of the Holy Spirit to enable us to be open to the call of the Father. We can only truly accept that 
call through embracing the Paschal Mystery. The Holy Spirit, in a sense, is the mortar that holds our lives in Christ 
together. As we are slowly being built up into a Temple of the Lord, each choice we make for Christ is like a rock being 
laid on a wall; the Spirit holds it all together so that we can become a Christ-centered person. We become more and 
more like Christ, which means our lives become more directed to the will of the Father and that is what we were 
created to be. Why did God create us? The Baltimore Catechism tells us: “God created us to know Him, to love Him 
and to serve Him in this life so that we can be happy with Him forever in heaven.” Baptism empowers us to move in 
this direction. 
 

It is essential that we have our lives centered in Christ; only when our relationship with God is correct can any other 
relationship be correct. And the next relationship healed through baptism is that with others. Just as baptism unites 
us to Christ, it also unites us to all others who have been baptized. We become part of the eschatological, pentecostal 
community formed in Christ by the Holy Spirit. It is called eschatological because we realize that we are already living 
in the end times. We now simply await the consummation of the promises, already realized in Christ, when He comes 
again. We are not waiting for the victory: the victory has already been won by Christ through his death and resurrec-
tion. We simply seek to live out the victory. It is pentecostal because the community was “born” on Pentecost: the 
Holy Spirit empowered the community gathered in the upper room to go forth and continue the mission of Christ.  



 

 

 
The Church is the community that Christ intends to be his presence in the world, through our adoption as sons and 
daughters of God. A filial connection is made with God through union with Christ so that we can be his witnesses to 
the world. We are therefore rightly understood to be the people of God. We have one common purpose: to live a life 
of holiness and perfection through the grace received in the sacraments, in order to proclaim Christ to all the ends of 
the earth until He comes again. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 

Please keep me in your prayers. 
 

In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 


