
 
   January 2021 

Dear Parishioner, 
 
This has been an unprecedented year.  It has caused an immense sense of loss and disconnection for many of us.  
Also, for many it has become a difficult time financially.  I am truly heartened by the support that many of you have 
given to the parish during this time.   
 
As we continue to move forward and grow as a community of faith, we do need your further financial support at 
this time.  We are for the first time inaugurating a Grand Annual Appeal; something that Saint John has done 
successfully for some years.  This year the money will predominately be used to address our current financial 
deficits, but we will also use any remaining funds we receive above those needs as the starter fund for a new ramp 
in front of the Church.  In the future the Grand Annual will be used to target specific projects that need to be 
attended to and also to lower the debt of our parish center loan. The money we will receive through this important 
support is essential to meeting our financial needs.  As such we are asking people, through prayer, to discern what 
you can give this year.  We understand and recognize not everyone has the same ability to give.  Our goal for this 
year’s campaign is $60,000.  Our hope is those who can, will support the Appeal with a donation of $300.  The 
enclosed remittance envelope allows you to make a single payment or make monthly installments over a period of 
up to 6 months, which will bring us to the end of our fiscal year June 30, 2021.  In order to show my commitment to 
this important financial backing of our community I am giving $350.  
 
As a community, we have been limited in what we can do in gathering together.  But we have still managed to find 
ways to connect as best we can.  Many of our groups continue to meet via Zoom.  We worked to call our 
parishioners to hear how they were doing and what we might be able to do to support them. Our faith formation 
team has worked diligently to help parents with their children to continue to grow and be nurtured in the faith.  We 
have offered many different devotions, presentations and retreats using live stream and Zoom.  And we are still 
celebrating the sacraments if in a somewhat limited fashion.  Our staff has worked hard in trying to find creative 
ways to support you through this time of crisis.   
 
As with every situation we can simply see the problem or recognize an opportunity to accept a new challenge.  I 
believe as a community we will grow stronger through this moment.  We will learn new ways to be community.  We 
are discovering different ways to do outreach.  We are recognizing what is truly important to us.  As the saying 
goes, “absence makes the heart grow stronger.”  God can bless us in every situation in our lives, we must simply be 
open to the grace He is offering and allow it to transform the moment into a good.  And as a community that is 
what we will do for we must remember Jesus came to give us life and give it to us abundantly.   
 
I again thank you for all that you already do for our community.  I am truly blessed to be the pastor here.  Know 
that you always remain in my prayers and I ask that you please keep me in yours. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Fr. Brian 


